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PRESS RELEASE 
 

AMERICAN LEGION TO HOST 43rd DISTRICT CONVENTION 
 

             The American Legions of the Virgin Islands will host its’ 43rd 
Annual American Legion District Convention on Saturday, May 19, 
2012 at the Myron G. Danielson American Legion Post #85, 
Headquarters, #2 Hospital Grounds, Christiansted.   The Convention will 
begin at 10:00 and last throughout the day.  At this Convention, 
Legionnaires from all post in the Virgin Islands will assemble to discuss 
issues affecting the Veterans of the Virgin Islands and to prepare an 
agenda for the Department of Puerto Rico Convention next month in 
Puerto Rico. Guest speaker for the Convention is Ms. Wanda Mims, 
Director of the VA Caribbean Healthcare System. 
 
The Legion will also render a special tribute to Armed Forces Day and the deployed members of the 
Virgin Islands National Guard and all deployed members of the Armed Forces.  Armed Forces Day is 
celebrated annually on the third Saturday of May. 

On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson announced the creation of an Armed 
Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force Days. The single-day 
celebration stemmed from the unification of the Armed Forces under one department -- the 
Department of Defense. 

In a speech announcing the formation of the day, President Truman "praised the work of the 
military services at home and across the seas" and said, "it is vital to the security of the nation and 
to the establishment of a desirable peace." In an excerpt from the Presidential Proclamation of 
Feb. 27, 1950, Mr. Truman stated: 

Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 20, 1950, marks the first combined demonstration by 
America's defense team of its progress, under the National Security Act, towards the goal of 
readiness for any eventuality. It is the first parade of preparedness by the unified forces of our 
land, sea, and air defense.  

 
Charles David 
Commander 
District Ten, Department of P.R. 
340-643-3016 

Ms. Wanda Mims


