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VING Observes “DENIM DAY USA”

(April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month)

The month of April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. The 2012 Sexual
Assault Awareness Month campaign centered on promoting healthy sexuality to prevent
sexual violence. In the territory, events were planned to spread awareness and educate

our community about sexual violence. In keeping with a Department of Defense initiative, the
Virgin Islands National Guard observed Denim Day today, Monday April 30.

Denim Day is a campaign to raise awareness and educate the public about rape
and sexual assault. In 1998, an Italian Supreme Court decision overturned a rape
conviction because the victim wore tight jeans; therefore, she must have helped her so-
called attacker remove them and could not have been raped.

As a sign of outrage and a symbol of protest, Denim Day began in 1999.
Celebrated across the world, it is a day to unite against sexual assault on girls, women,
boys and men.

When you participate in Denim Day, you make it possible for more survivors of
sexual assault to reach out and find help, provide community education with the desire
that sexual violence does not occur in the first place, encourage males of the critical role
they play in preventing violence against women and ultimately encourage institutional
and societal change.

For more information on the Virgin Islands National Guard’s observance of
Denim Day and other sexual assault awareness initiatives, call LT Valicia Burke-France
at 712-7795.
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