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VING Celebrating Its Establishment with Food and Fun 

Friday, October 15, 2010 
 

 
The Virgin Islands National Guard is hosting its 
Organizational Day on Friday, October 15 at the 
Vincent Mason Pool, Frederiksted, St. Croix and 
Lindquist Beach, St. Thomas. The observance 
consists of food, games, music and fun. 
 
The Virgin Islands National Guard Organizational 
Day provides the framework to network, build 
morale and camaraderie as Guardsmen, civilian employees and family members celebrate 
the establishment of the Virgin Islands National Guard.  
 
The St. Thomas activity begins at 8 a.m. at the Lindquist Beach.  

 
 The St. Croix activity begins at 5 a.m. with a run - walk - bike activity. The run - walk 
 starts from the Lieutenant Colonel Lionel Jackson Armory in Estate Bethlehem
 heading west past Castle Burke (a.k.a. Trailer Park) to the Governor Melvin H. Evans 
 Highway down to the Vincent Mason Pool in Frederiksted.  
 
 The bike route heads east from the armory up Morning Star hill on North Side Road past 
 Golden Rock thru Catherine’s Rest to the South Shore Road. The bike route continues 
 down  the Melvin Evans Highway to the pool in Frederiksted.  
 
 The Adjutant General of the  Virgin  Islands thanks the V.I. Police  Department and St. 
 Croix Rescue for their support and asks the motoring public to drive safely at a reduced 
 speed when encountering walkers, runners and bikers on Friday morning. 

 
 



___________________________VING HISTORY______________________________ 
 
The V.I. National Guard received its federal recognition on October 19, 1973. Governor 
Melvin H. Evans, the Virgin Islands first elected governor, and the Legislature saw a 
need for establishing a National Guard unit in the Virgin Islands to render immediate 
assistance in time of disasters. This desire led Delegate to Congress, Ron de Lugo, to 
sponsor a bill to form the VING. Thus, on October 19, 1973, the 92nd Congress passed 
legislation allowing the establishment of a National Guard in the Virgin Islands. 
 
Major Leayle Galiber was appointed acting Adjutant General and took command of the 
two first units to be activated, a Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment and the 661 
Military Police Company, both on St. Croix. 
 
For more information on these events please contact: 
 
St. Croix:  Staff Sergeant Wayne Williams at (340)712-7717 
  Ms. Cynthia Harris at (340)712-7727 
 
St. Thomas: Master Sergeant Hillis Benjamin at (340)712-7974 
 
 
 
___________________________MEDIA INVITE______________________________ 
 
You are invited to attend this event. It will include an award ceremony on 
site at 3 p.m. 
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